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[1] On Christmas Eve when I was in fifth grade, with the clock creeping toward midnight, my father told my mother that he was
heading out to buy some gifts.

[2] My father was out of work and we were living in a rundown rental house where more than once the water and electricity were cut off
because we hadn’t paid the bills. My parents argued a lot about money. The tension over money was a constant nervous hum in the
house, like the hiss of a high-voltage wire.

[3] ()The coming of Christmas made it worse.

(4] At 8 p.m. on that Christmas Eve, Santa, meaning my parents, had no gifts ready. Earlier that day, after an argument, my dad had
gone out for a while, and when he came home, he had scored some money from who knows where. With Santa’s deadline zooming in, he
announced he was setting off for some last-minute shopping.

[5] In my family, the eight kids always went to bed early on Christmas Eve because, unlike (2 the unfortunate children forced to wait

until morning to discover what Santa had brought, we got to stumble up in the dark just past the witching hour, sometimes with reindeer
hooves still clopping on the roof.

[6] So on this evening, as my father left, my mother told my siblings to get into their pajamas. 3yThen she pulled me aside.

[7] “Once Dad gets back,” she explained, “there won’t be much time to wrap the gifts, sign Santa’s gift tags and get everything under
the tree on schedule. As the oldest, could you help?”
[8] @The shock. The thrill. Me?

[9] By that age, I knew who Santa was and wasn’t, but being included in the conspiracy, sworn to secrecy, (s)elevated me to full

adulthood.

[10] Awhile later, my father returned, his armes full of boxes and bundles. He disappeared to the family room downstairs while my
mother and I wrapped gifts quietly and fast in the kitchen. When we were done, I carried a batch of Santa’s goods down to be placed
around the tree.

[11]  (What I saw standing in the doorway of the family room is still vivid in my mind: My father was kneeling next to the tree,
assembling a bicycle. One of my brothers had asked for a bike, an outrageously large request that none of us was sure (7could be met,
and yet here it was, being put together by my dad, who for the first time in a long time seemed to be at peace.

[12] Ilook back on all this as the night when I realized how much it meant to my parents to give Christmas gifts to their children, and
also as the night when I realized that gift-giving can cause anxiety and require work.

[13] DI’m sure I received gifts that year too, but I have no memory of what. What I remember is the bicycle, and my parents’ effort to
make us happy, and the rare look of calm on my father’s face as he put that bike together.

[14] In this season of gift-giving, we’re often transported back to childhood. (s)A lot of what we believe about giving and receiving comes

from our early days. I’ve always been glad that my siblings and I grew up without expecting a lot at Christmas. I can’t swear (9)all the

others feel this way, but I think they would agree that (10)whatever we got was plenty.




[15]

In some ways, growing up that way hasn’t served me. I’ve never been comfortable with extravagant and excessive gift-giving,

which has distanced me from the rituals of the season.

[16]

It’s not that I don’t like gifts. I do. I give them when I mean them, and I appreciate what I (11 ). When I look around my home

and see gifts from people I love, I like feeling the human beings present in those objects. But (12)the things are just markers of those

relationships, not measures.
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(Adapted from “A Lot Can Come from Not Expecting Much at Christmas” by Mary Schmich)
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3. one of my brothers
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1. do

2. get
3. give

4. mean
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One way cultural values are reflected in language is through kinship terms. For instance, kinship terms in English are organized by

) (brother vs. sister, father vs. mother, son vs. daughter, etc.), 2) (daughter, mother, grandmother, great-

grandmother, great-great-grandmother, etc.), and lineage (direct lineage: mother, son, vs. collateral lineage: aunt, nephew). There is also

blood relation versus relation by () , with terms like step-sibling, half-sibling, mother-in-law, and so on.

Studying kinship terms in a specific language can help us determine what characteristics the speakers value or consider relevant to
social organization. In Seneca, a language spoken in New York state and parts of Canada, the same words are used for one’s mother and

her sisters, one’s father and his brothers, one’s grandmother and her sisters, and one’s grandfather and his () . This reflects

a social relationship whereby one’s parent and their same-sex siblings are considered to have the same relationship with each other’s

children.
(Adapted from Language Files 12 by Department of Linguistics, The Ohio State University)
(1) 1. age 2. gender 3. language 4. social class
(2) 1. communication 2. culture 3. generation 4. law
(3) 1. education 2. marriage 3. religion 4. trade
(4) 1. brothers 2. parents 3. sisters 4. sons
B.

Reputations are (1) from one group member to another through a variety of means. Group members observe each
other as social actors and understand each other () those observations. They convey the conclusions of these observations
to others. One powerful form of conveyance is gossip, a cherished social (3) for human actors that likely goes back to the
beginnings of human language. Gossip is actually a good thing (mostly) in group life, as social actors (4) what others will

say about them behind their backs and, therefore, try to display their best behaviors.
(Adapted from The Art and Science of Personality Development by D. P. McAdams)

(1) 1. admitted 2. omitted 3. submitted 4. transmitted
(2) 1. away from 2. based on 3. relevant to 4. unaware of
(3) 1. attitude 2. consequence 3. group 4. practice

(4) 1. anticipate 2. avoid 3. enhance 4. trust
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(1) Her explanation was ( ) from clear, and it left everyone confused.
1. away 2. far 3. too 4. way
(2)  You shouldn’t enter the room with your cap ( ).
1. above 2. in 3. into 4. on
(3) Tllbe( ) if anyone needs extra help with the reading.
1. around 2. Dbeneath 3. toward 4. within
(4) My father let me ( ) his computer when I was in high school.
1. beused 2. use 3. using 4. touse
(5) We are grateful ( ) the support of our friends and family.
1. for 2. on 3. to 4. with
(6) Iheard my name ( ) at the meeting.
1. mention 2. mentioned 3. mentioning 4. to mention
(7) Iwas forced ( ) on my trip to Australia.
1. giveup 2. giving up 3. togiveup 4. to giving up
(8) She can swim ( ) among her team members.
1. asfastas 2. fast 3. faster than 4. the fastest
(9) Look! There’s a spider ( ) the ceiling.
1. at 2. in 3. on 4. to
(10) We looked and looked, but the document was ( ) to be found.
1. anywhere 2. everywhere 3. nowhere 4. somewhere
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It’s time A B run.
1. in the way 2. is 3. made
4. some changes 5. the company 6. were
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Billy was A B the team.
1. because 2. cut 3. from
4. he 5. upset 6. was
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The question A B to regulate Al
1. governments 2. 1is 3. should
4. steps 5. take 6. what

(4) FERE RO ZBWTZBRE, LAEBE W,

A B on the phone, I felt calm.
1. heard 2. her 3. 1
4. moment 5. the 6. voice
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Students A B materials before each class.
1. are 2. assigned 3. expected
4. read 5. the 6. to

(6) FIEDEIL, LV KRERFIZF| -T2 & 2MmFTL TV 5,

The family members are A B a bigger house.
1. discussing 2. moving 3. of
4. possibility 5. the 6. to



